Seeking Wisdom, Love and Unity
A simplified discussion guide on COVID-19 and the vaccines created to fight it




Discussion 1: Wisdom

Wisdom is something we all want, but it can be difficult to know what the wise decisions are in every situation. Think through on your own and then discuss with others the following questions.
1. Who do you consider to be a wise person? What makes them wise?

2. Who can you trust to give you good medical advice? What makes them trustworthy?

There has been a lot of information about the novel coronavirus and the vaccines now available. It is important to think through who is telling us this information and where it originally came from.
3. What have you heard about COVID-19, how to prevent it and about the vaccines used against it?

4. Where has that information come from? Do you feel you can trust the source?

Leader’s note: Now will be a good time to introduce any missing information about COVID-19 and the vaccines. If you are not sure what the facts are, you can find the latest medical information and recommended guidelines at www.who.int and www.cdc.gov. You can also find facts regarding certain myths about COVID-19 here and the vaccines here and here.
Let’s look at what the Bible says about wisdom.
5. What do the following verses say about how we should lead others in wisdom or how we should follow others in a wise way?
a. Psalm 37:30
b. Proverbs 19:20
c. Proverbs 27:12a

6. What are some practical ways you can give good advice to those around you as they ask questions about the novel coronavirus and its vaccines?

We might find that we think differently from others about what is wise but are all motivated by love. While that can give us an opportunity to understand each other, we do need to be careful that we are giving good and true advice to those around us and not spreading information that is not true.
Let’s look at two more passages from Scripture that show us how to get wisdom from God and what the wisdom of God should look like in our lives.
7. What are the characteristics of the wisdom of God given in James 3:17?

8. How does what you’ve been hearing, and maybe sharing, about COVID-19 and its vaccines fit the characteristics of wisdom from above? Are there things that do not match this wisdom that need to change?


Read James 1:5. In this passage, James tells us that God is generous with His wisdom and wants to give it to us. Close this discussion in a time of prayer, asking God to give you wisdom in what to believe and how to act regarding the novel coronavirus.


Discussion 2: Love

During this time, we need wisdom to know what to believe and which actions to take. We also need to act out of love. The Bible has a lot to say about what love is and how we can walk in the way of love.
Read Luke 10:25-37 and discuss the following:
1. What do you think the story in Luke tells us about the types of people we should see as our neighbors and how we should treat them?


Read Matthew 5:43-48 and discuss the following:
2. Who does Jesus teach that we are to love?

3. When we read the story from Luke and the passage from Matthew 5, what do they tell us about how we should behave toward those we consider enemies?

We may not feel we have any enemies. Even if we don’t see someone as an enemy, there are definitely people we strongly disagree with. This may be individuals, groups of people, or even government systems telling us what we can and cannot do.
4. Thinking of those around you, whether individuals or systems, what are your thoughts toward them? How do you act toward them? 

5. What do the following verses tell us about the effect we can have on our neighbors and cities, towns or villages?
a. Proverbs 11:9, 11-12
b. Jeremiah 29:7

You can see in the Jeremiah passage that we are not just to seek the good of those around us when we agree with them. The Israelites were attacked by enemies and carried off as prisoners. It was in this setting that they were told by God to seek the good of the cities where they found themselves.
6. What are some practical ways that we can seek the good of those around us during this time? What are some ways you’ve seen others doing good for those around them?

Read 1 Corinthians 12:25-26.
7. What are different ways in which COVID-19 has led to suffering within our families? In our communities? Around the world?

8. How can we come alongside others to show love in their time of suffering?


The Bible tells us in Romans 12:15 to rejoice with those who are rejoicing and mourn with those who are mourning. This is sometimes as simple as sitting and feeling their deep emotions with them. Other times this can be practically helping with mental, physical and spiritual health resources.
End this session by discussing together what things you can do individually, as a family, as a community or church to show love to those around you. (Encourage people to think of different types of service, not just physical actions. How can our prayer lives seek the good of others? How can following government guidelines and rules show love? Who is left out of our society or underprivileged, and what can we do to help them get the services they need? Encourage people to write down when they will do these activities that come to mind so they are more likely to do them.) Pray over the list of things mentioned, committing them to God and asking for His wisdom in how best to continue to show love and care for those around us.


Discussion 3: Church Unity

Today, in some countries, the Church feels less unified than ever before. Even within the same denominations there are divisions around race, politics and now beliefs regarding COVID-19 and the vaccines used against it.
1. Do you have friends or family members that believe differently from you regarding COVID-19 and the vaccines? What different ideas have you heard?
2. Do people in your church ever argue about these beliefs? How are these arguments handled?

Before Jesus went to the cross, He prayed for His disciples and all future believers. Read John 17:20-23.
3. What did Jesus pray for all those who would believe in Him? What reasons did Jesus give for wanting this unity?

We see in Acts 4:32-35 that His earliest followers were closely united and shared everything in common. This does not mean they agreed about everything all the time or that they all had the same gifts and interests. Their unity came from them all believing the Good News about Jesus. The New Testament also tells us about times when believers did not agree with one another on certain things. Let’s look at two of these examples:
	Read Acts 15:35-41 and Galatians 2:11-21. Discuss the following questions for each passage:
4. What were they arguing about?

5. Does this passage tell us which one (if either) were in the wrong?


6. What happened based on their disagreement? What might have happened if the argument was handled differently?

There are times when people will disagree about something personal that may damage their relationship, but it will not destroy the witness of the Church. Other disagreements might divide the Church and ruin its witness around the world.
7. What did Peter believe that could have caused division in the early church? What effect might that have had if Paul had not corrected him?

8. Are there specific things you’ve heard other believers share about COVID-19 or its vaccines that are completely false and risk spoiling the witness of the global Church? If so, what are some of these things?

9. How can you address those wrong statements or actions in a loving way that will work toward preserving Christian unity?

Let’s end by joining with Christ in His prayer that the global Church will be united in love and that it will bring Him glory and draw others into a relationship with Him.
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