Seeking Wisdom, Love and Unity
A collection of discussions to engage with the Bible and one another on issues surrounding COVID-19 and the vaccines that have been created to fight it


How to use these studies:
Since early 2020 when the COVID-19 virus began so greatly impacting the world, there has been a lot of confusion and conflicting messaging given about the virus itself, preventative measures and now regarding the vaccines as well. This has allowed misinformation to spread quickly and has also led to division around strongly held beliefs.
For accurate and up-to-date recommendations and guidelines regarding COVID-19 prevention and vaccines, we suggest checking the World Health Organization website here www.who.int or the US Centers for Disease Control and Prevention website here www.cdc.gov. 
This study is not meant to provide lots of information about the novel coronavirus, but rather to engage with the Bible, thinking on what God has to say to us and how it can impact our daily lives in this time. While this study can be done individually, we recommend using this study in discussion with others. There are people within our churches, organizations and families who hold differing views on this subject, but are equally seeking God’s direction in their decisions and responses.
Think about those who might feel differently than you. Do you know what their feelings and motivations are regarding COVID-19, or are you assuming what those may be? Why not walk through these passages together, seeking to hear from God on the matter and to understand and listen to one another? Don’t just approach these questions with formerly held opinions. Hold your thoughts openly to God and allow Him to guide you.
Through the process of listening to Him and to one another, we hope that the global Church can continue to grow more in wisdom, love and unity.



Discussion 1: Wisdom

Wisdom is something we all desire to have, but with information coming at us from many different places, it can sometimes be difficult to understand what the wise decisions are.
Think through the following questions on your own or discuss them with others:
1. Who do you know in your life that you consider to be a wise person? What makes them wise in your thinking?

2. Who can you trust to give you good medical advice? What makes that source trustworthy?

If you are discussing with others, work through the following question together. If you are going through this alone, think about other people in your family, church, or organization. From what you know of them, how do you think your answers would compare?
3. How does your judgment on who is wise and what information is trustworthy compare to others in the group? Why do you think that is?

The information specifically surrounding the novel coronavirus and the vaccines that are now available has been a lot to take in. It is important to think through who is telling us this information and where it originally came from.
4. What have you heard about COVID-19, how to prevent it and about the vaccines used against it?


5. Where has that information come from? Do you feel you can trust the source?

Leader’s note: Now will be a good time to introduce information about COVID-19, its prevention and the vaccines that have been created to fight against it. If you are not sure what the facts are, you can find the latest medical information and recommended guidelines at www.who.int and www.cdc.gov. You can also find facts regarding certain myths about COVID-19 here and the vaccines here and here.
6. Does the information you’ve heard match the information the medical community is sharing? 

Let’s look at what the Bible says about wisdom.
7. What do the following verses say about how we should lead others in wisdom or how we should follow others in a wise way?
a. Psalm 37:30
b. Proverbs 19:20
c. Proverbs 27:12a

8. What are some practical ways you can give ‘good counsel’ to those around you as it relates to the novel coronavirus and its vaccines?


9. How can you practically listen to advice in this time and encourage others to do the same?

How did your answers differ from one another? Were there any areas of common ground or things that surprised you in the discussion? We might find that although we have differing views on what wisdom is, the motivation behind our actions and beliefs is similar. While that can give us an opportunity to understand others, we do need to be careful that we are giving good and true counsel to those around us and not spreading misinformation.
Let’s look at two more passages from Scripture that speak to how we can obtain wisdom from God and what the wisdom of God should look like in our lives.
10. James tells us in James 3:17 the different characteristics of the wisdom of God. What are those characteristics?

11. How does what you’ve been hearing, and maybe sharing, about COVID-19 and its vaccines fit the characteristics of wisdom from above? Are there areas that need improvement?

Read James 1:5. In this passage, James also tells us that God is generous with His wisdom and desires to give it to us. Close this discussion in a time of prayer, asking God to give you wisdom in what to believe and how to act regarding the novel coronavirus.

Discussion 2: Love

During this time when COVID-19 has so widely impacted the world around us, wisdom is needed to know what to believe and which actions to take to best protect ourselves and those around us. The other character trait that needs to guide us in this is that of love. The Bible also has a lot to say to us about what love is and how we can walk in the way of love.
Read Matthew 22:37-40 and Luke 10:25-37 and discuss the following:
1. What did Jesus say are the greatest commandments?

2. When the teacher of the Law questioned Jesus about these commandments, which part did he specifically ask about?

3. How did Jesus respond?

4. What do you think this story tells us about the types of people we are to see as our neighbors and how we are to treat them?


Read Matthew 5:43-48 and discuss the following:
5. Who does Jesus teach that we are to love?

In the story from Luke about the Samaritan man, Jesus was speaking to a Jewish audience. He knew that the Jews and the Samaritans were not friendly with one another. They were enemies.
6. How do the story from Luke and the passage from Matthew 5 tell us we should behave toward those we consider enemies?

We may not feel we have any enemies in life, although I’m sure we all have some people or groups that come to mind when we think of the word. Even if we don’t look at someone as an enemy, there are definitely people we strongly disagree with. This may be individuals, groups of people, or even government systems.
7. Thinking of those around you, whether individuals or systems that are creating guidelines and restrictions, what are your thoughts toward them?

8. How do you act toward them?


9. Are those thoughts and actions loving? Why or why not?

10. What do the following verses tell us about the impact we can have on our neighbors and cities, towns or villages?
a. Proverbs 11:9, 11-12
b. Jeremiah 29:7

You can see in the passage from Jeremiah that we are not only to seek the good of those around us when we agree with them or when other believers are the ones in positions of power. The Israelites were attacked by enemies and then carried off as prisoners. It was in this circumstance that they were told by God to seek the good of the cities where they found themselves.
11. What are some practical ways that we as believers can seek the good of those around us in connection with COVID-19?

12. How have you seen others doing good for those around them during this time?

Along with the concept of love are those of empathy and interdependence within our communities. Read 1 Corinthians 12:25-26.
13. What do these verses show us about our interconnectedness with the global Church?

14. What are different ways in which COVID-19 has led to suffering within our families? In our communities? Around the world?


15. Have communities suffered in the same way? Has everyone had the same access to medical assistance and vaccines? How does the suffering of each community impact us as a whole?

16. How can we come alongside others to show love in their time of suffering?


The Bible also tells us in Romans 12:15 to rejoice with those who are rejoicing and mourn with those who are mourning. This is sometimes as simple as coming alongside them in their deep emotion, whether good or bad, and feeling that emotion with them. Other times this can be practically helping with mental, physical and spiritual health resources. 

End this session by discussing together what things you can do individually, as a family, as a community or church to show love to those around you and seek their good. (Encourage people to think of different types of service, not just physical actions. How can our prayer lives seek the good of others? How can following government guidelines and regulations show love? Who is marginalized or underprivileged among you, and what can you do to help them get the services they need?) Encourage people to connect a timeline to the activities that come to mind so they are more likely to do them. Pray over the list of things mentioned, committing them to God and asking for His wisdom in how best to continue to show love and care for those around us.



Discussion 3: Church Unity

Today the Church feels less unified than ever before. There are many different denominations, which are often divided over theological points of view. Even within the same denominations there are divisions along the lines of race, politics and now beliefs on best practices regarding COVID-19 and the vaccines that fight against it.
1. Do you have friends or family members that have differing opinions to you regarding COVID-19 and the vaccines? What are the differing opinions/arguments?

2. Do you see some of those same arguments within your church or communities of believers?


3. How are those arguments handled?


Before Jesus went to the cross, He prayed for His disciples and all believers. Read John 17:20-23.
4. What did Jesus pray for all those who would believe in Him?

5. What were the reasons that Jesus desired His Church to be one in unity?


We see in Acts 4:32-35 that His earliest followers were closely united and shared everything in common. This does not mean they agreed about everything all the time or that they all had the same gifts and interests. They were, however, unified around the gospel message of Christ as their core message. The New Testament also records for us instances where believers did not agree with one another on certain things. Let’s look at two of these examples:
	Read Acts 15:35-41
6. What caused Paul and Barnabas to disagree?

7. Does this passage tell us which one (if either) were in the wrong?


8. What happened based on their disagreement?

Read Galatians 2:11-21
9. On what did Paul and Cephas (Peter) disagree?

10. Does this passage tell us which one (if either) were in the wrong?


11. Why did Paul correct Peter?

There are times that people will disagree about something personal and this may damage their personal relationship but it will not destroy the witness of the Church. Other disagreements, however, run the risk of dividing the Church and ruining its witness around the world.
12. What was Peter thinking that could have caused great division in the early church? What effect might that have had?

13. Are there specific things you’ve heard other believers share about COVID-19 or its vaccines that are completely false and risk the witness of the global Church? If so, what are some of these things shared or done, without sharing the specific person connected with them?


14. How can you address those statements or actions in a loving way that will work toward preserving Christian unity?

Let’s end by joining with Christ in His prayer that the global Church will be united in love that will bring Him glory and draw others into a relationship with Him.
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